
1 
 

Around    Golf Club 
5325 St. Andrews Arc 
Leesburg, FL  34748 

352-314-9000 
www.monarchgolfclub.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Message from the President 

 
Dear Fellow Members, 

 

Because of the numerous e-mails concerning the 

resealing of the Great Hall parking lot and the 

Monarch parking lot, I thought it best to give you the 

details direct. 

 

Earlier this summer we were presented with bids that 

RHPOA had solicited from various contractors for 

minor repair and resealing of the two parking lots.  

Tony Harris and I discussed the issue and we were 

both of the opinion that the lot was not in serious  

 

need of repair.  Thus Tony responded to Dina Brown 

that we were not interested in participating in this   

project.  Several more e-mails were exchanged on the 

subject and each time we declined.   

 

This was not an arbitrary decision.  I managed 

commercial construction for a major retail chain in 

my business life and have reviewed acres of parking 

lot.  I would never have recommended that one of our 

stores spend the money to resurface with the same 

conditions as presented at the Monarch. 

 

On December 12, 2009 I met with Dina Brown and 

Bob Fitzpatrick representing RHPOA at their request.  

With me was our General Manager, Tony Harris.  

They again presented the resealing proposal and on 

behalf of the Corporation, I declined to participate.  

They then indicated that RHPOA would likely take 

other action against the Monarch; i.e., not allow our 

organization to use facilities such as the Great Hall, 

charge us for the calendar insert in the Happenings, 

etc. 

 

I spent the evening of the 12
th
 considering what was 

the best course of action for the benefit of our 

membership.  On the morning of the 13
th
, I contacted 

Bob Fitzpatrick and said that I had reconsidered and 

that the Monarch would participate in the project, 

spending approximately $3,600.  I still do not believe 

the project stands on its own merits, but the downside 

damage to club activities was too great to chance.  I 

am very disappointed in the manner in which 

RHPOA handled this issue and have expressed that 

disappointment to both Bob Fitzpatrick and Dina 

Brown. 

 

Chuck Nash 

President, The Monarch at Royal Highlands, Inc. 

 

 

New Board of Director Assignments 

 

Chuck Nash – President 

Ron Bouchard – Vice President and 

Assistant to Golf Committee 

Dick Therrien – Treasurer 

Lee Hitchcock – Secretary, 

Communications Committee Chair 

Jack Botzman – Finance and Long Term 

Planning Committee Chair 

Ann Carter – Entertainment Committee 

Chair 

Diane Christie – Membership 

Committee Chair 

Gene Sass – Golf Committee Chair 

Lloyd Corbin – Marketing and 

Development Committee Chair 
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From the Monarch Club Management Committee 

Lee Hitchcock Chair 

 

Our current contract with Billy Casper Golf LLC 

(BCG) expires in October 2010.  For the first time we 

have the opportunity and responsibility to select who 

will manage our club for the next contract term. 

Therefore, the board formed a committee to research 

club management, seek and review proposals from 

club management companies, including BCG, and 

assess each proposal to determine which best meets 

our needs. 

  

Our committee is currently researching management 

companies and will send a request for proposal to the 

companies on our short list, including BCG. It will be 

a difficult decision. In the end, it will come down to 

many factors including the cost of services, services 

provided, how well they perform and fit our club’s 

requirements and personality. 

 

Yes, our club has a personality, as do all clubs. The 

personality of a club is shaped by its members and 

their desires. Presently, our club wants to be private, 

but has revenue requirements that go beyond the 

dues-paying-ability of our membership. That’s where 

outside, daily fee play becomes an important factor in 

the equation to keep us solvent. We need a club 

management company that makes members feel 

valued and our golf course looking great, while at the 

same time attracting enough daily fee players to keep 

the books balanced. 

 

Our committee will be hard at work to find the club 

management company that will do all of those things 

well. Each member can play an important role in our 

search. Let one of our committee members know if 

you have had experience with or know personally of 

a club management company we should consider as 

we go through our process. Your knowledge could be 

the key to our future. Please help us make an 

informed decision. 

 

New committee members are Jack Bendick, John 

Farrelly, Judy Litty, Pat O’Malley & Carolyn 

Skorich.  

 

From the Golf Committee 

Gene Sass, Chair 

 

The Couples Holiday Open 

Play is rescheduled for Friday, January 8, 2010 with 

an 8 am shotgun start. This replaces the Christmas 

Open which was canceled due to rain.  The event will 

conclude with lunch and awards at the Crown &  

 

Shield. As before, "Mulligan’s for Trees" will be sold 

prior to this event.  This tournament will be limited to 

60 players, so sign-up in the clubhouse lobby as soon 

as possible. 

 

The format will be a Step-Back Scramble with four-

person teams.  In this format, all team members hit 

their drives and the team selects one ball as the team 

drive.  The team member who hits the selected drive 

does not hit the next shot.   This format continues 

until the ball is holed out.  Therefore, except for the 

drive where all four players hit, only three of the four 

players hit subsequent shots. 

 

The Couples Sweetheart Tournament 

The Couples Sweetheart Tournament will be held on 

Sunday, Feb 14, 2010 starting at 12:30 pm. Dinner or 

barbecue cookout after golf is planned.  More 

information will follow. 

 

New Policy Effective January 1, 2010 

At the December 18 BOD meeting a motion was 

passed stating the following: Monarch membership is 

required for all groups that have reserved tee times, 

e.g., MMGA, MWGA, Mens’/Ladies’ Match Play, 

Putterflys, Black Tees and Gold Tees.  With the 

exception that participation will be allowed in these 

groups for non-members in accordance with the 

annual guest provisions of six plays per calendar 

year.  This provision does not apply to the Nifty-

Niners.  

  

Some Chapters from Gene’s New Book 

Chapter 1 - How to carefully line up your fourth putt. 

Chapter 2 - How to get more distance off a shank. 

Chapter 3 - God and the meaning of the birdie- to-

bogey three putt. 

  
News from the MMGA 

Mike Kowalski, President 

 

Fall Match Play 

The fall session finished on December 7, with golf 

fun day and luncheon held on December 14. 

We had a great session with the following 

champions: 

Nicklaus Flight - Mike Kowalski and Dave 

Kozlowski 

Palmer Flight - Russ Koskie and Hal Traviolia 

Watson Flight - Jack Bendick and John Tanner 

Irwin Flight - Tom Allen and Ron Ambrosio 

 

Congratulations to all.  Check their handicaps!   

Winter men's match play will begin on Monday,  

Jan. 4, 2010. Let’s hope we have a warm winter.   
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Men's Mid-Winter Match Play  
Play is scheduled to begin on Monday March 8, 

2010.   

 

MMGA 2010 Officers 

Mike Kowalski – President 

Ace Rossom - 1st Vice President 

John Harbour - 2nd Vice President 

Ray Gardner – Secretary 

Tom Gorski – Treasurer 

 

MMGA Dinner Dance 

The annual event will be held on January 15 at the 

Great Hall.  The dinner will be catered by the Crown 

& Shield with music provided by Ray Gardner. 

 

Nifty-Niners Announcement 

Gene and Pat Sass, Coordinators 

  

Nifty-Niners Golf has been an outstanding vehicle for 

attracting new Monarch members. Let's try to 

introduce non-member friends and neighbors to nine 

holes of fun golf available every Tuesday afternoon 

at 1 pm.  (There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the 

pro-shop lobby.)  Our Tuesdays frequently 

include various fun contests as well as special dinners 

after golf at the Crown & Shield.  We also have 

drawings for complimentary range balls prior to golf. 

  

This is an excellent opportunity to introduce others to 

the great game of golf and the benefits offered by our 

club. 

 

 
 

 

 
2010 cart stickers will be applied by pro shop staff 

as soon as they are received in January.  Please 

don’t apply your own sticker. 

 

 

News from the MWGA 

Christa Bowen, President 

 

Ladies Challenge Cup Update 

The Monarch Women are now in 1st place in the 

gross flight and 4th in net.  The results of the last 

match, played at Sarabande were Monarch 44 gross, 

Sarabande 46; Monarch 42.5 net, Sarabande 47.5 

net. Their next match is January 11th at Plantation. 

 

Fall Ladies’ Match Play Winners 

Lopez Division - 1
st
 Betty Hudi/Linda Hodgson, 2

nd
 

Betty Gibson/Barb Krzyzanowski, 3
rd

 Debbie 

Douglass/Judy Litty, 4
th
 Linda Hurley/Virginia 

Holzhausen, 5
th
 Judy Ambrosio/Jean Thorne 

 

Sorenstam Division - 1
st
 Marilyn LaFauci/Irene 

Rossiello, 2
nd

 Betty Danish/Betty Gorski, 3
rd

 Nancy 

Harbor/Ann Carter. 

 

MWGA President’s Cup 

A rainy day shortened the MWGA President’s Cup to 

a one day tournament on December 17.  The top 

winners - Green Tees:  1
st
 Judy Ambrosio, 2

nd
 Linda 

Hurley, 3
rd

 Diana Bainbridge and Judy Taylor; Silver 

Tees: 1
st
 Christa Bowen, 2

nd
 Sue Scappaticci and 

Marilyn Reickert, 4
th
 Donna Kline. 

 

MWGA 2010 Officers  

Christa Bowen, President, Judy Ambrosio, Vice 

President, Patti Garas, Secretary, Betty Gorski, 

Treasurer.  

 

The MWGA invites all Monarch lady members to 

join for the new year. The annual membership fee 

remains the same, $30 per year, and is due by 

January 31. We look forward to seeing all of you out 

on the course, especially on Thursday mornings. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar… 
 

January 8 – Couples Holiday Open 

 

February 14 – Sweetheart Couples 

Tournament 

 

February 24-25 – Member/Member 

Tournament 

 

March 17 – Irish Open Mixer 

 

April 15-17 – Member/Guest Tournament 
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Meet Your Directors 

Gene Sass, Golf Committee Chair 

 

 
 

Gene has been a resident of Royal Highlands for 

nearly four years.  He is a member of the MMGA and 

currently (with the help of his wife, Pat) coordinates 

the Nifty-Niner Golf Group.   

 

Gene’s background includes 46 years of managerial 

experience in the steel construction industry, which 

included operating successful profit centers as well 

as all estimating, budgeting and necessary planning 

to safely construct structural steel buildings and 

bridges. 

  

Gene says, “Along with Golf Committee members, 

Ron Bouchard, Dave Kozlowski, Mike Kowalski, 

Christa Bowen, Judy Ambrosio, Bob Bainbridge and 

Craig Arnold, I look forward to coordinating golf 

club activities and events.”  Included in this 

responsibility will be scheduling of tournaments and 

events not only for members, but also for outside 

tournaments.  Additionally, his committee will 

establish local golf rules and oversee and monitor the 

actions of the Handicap Committee.  “Most 

importantly, it will be our goal to instill positive 

attitudes not only to our members but to the general 

public in an effort to attract new members to our 

wonderful golf club,” says Gene. 

  

He adds: “We will strive to have better 

communications with the general membership using 

the "Around the Club" as an example.”  He plans to 

promote more tournaments, events and outings, not 

only to increase outside play,  

 

 

but also to increase needed revenues in our restaurant 

operation.  “We will be soliciting all of our members 

to help out by bringing their non-member neighbors 

and friends to our club for a round of golf as well as 

dinners, dances and other fun activities that the club 

offers,” adds Gene. 

 

 
 
Once again our Monarch members have shown 

generosity during the holiday season.  Bless you, 

all, for demonstrating the “true spirit” of the 

season. 

 

 

A special “thanks” to everyone who contributed to 

the Christmas bonus fund for Monarch employees.  

We collected over $3,000 which was much more than 

what was collected last year. The employees have 

received their card and money and are overwhelmed.  

 

============================ 
 

Karen Teeguarden and the MWGA also want to 

thank The Monarch members for their wonderful 

support of their annual toy drive. Because of our 

members’ loving, generous, hearts, many bags filled 

to the top were delivered to the FAITH 

Neighborhood Center in Groveland.  There were 

smiles galore when the children received their new 

Christmas toys at the Center’s annual Christmas 

party. 

 

============================ 
 

To Monarch Members from 

Chuck and Dona Nash 

 

The food drive for Minneola Elementary was a 

wonderful success. We helped many families having 

a tough time right now. I have pictures of the food 

posted on the clubhouse bulletin board for all to see. 

Marilyn LaFauci, Chuck and I, and Kim’s husband, 

Stephen, helped with food distribution. Kim also 

collected food through her PTO, and consequently 

each family received groceries. 

  

Stephen and Chuck delivered food on the Thursday 

and Friday before “Winter Break” (and even 

delivered food to three families living in motel 

rooms). We also found that many of the support staff,  
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aides and custodians needed some help. With coaxing 

from Kim, they came forward to accept a helping 

hand.  We had plenty for everyone. The leftover food 

was taken to the Clermont Food Bank. 

 

As I told the ladies at the MWGA banquet, “it is an 

eye opener”, and we live a very sheltered existence  

 

 

============================ 
 

 

here in Royal Highlands and have much to be 

thankful for. Because of the Monarch members and 

their generosity, many children have food over break. 

 

Chuck and I would like to thank each and every one 

of you who did that extra grocery shopping for the 

kids. We did make a difference. 

 

 

============================ 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member Gary Graue 
 

 

Gary and is wife Fran are snowbirds who live at 

21724 King John St here in the Royal Highlands. 

Their other home is in Murray, KY. 

 

Gary is semi-retired and works as a sales consultant. 

Their extended family is spread across the country 

with two great grandchildren living nearby. 

 

Please extend a Monarch welcome to Gary when you 

see him at the club.

 

 

 

Crown & Shield Calendar 

January 2010 

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

 

¶ House charge accounts receive 5% discount  

on all food and beverage purchases 

¶ Bar and restaurant is closed on Sundays 

       Beer and wine are available in the pro shop 

¶ Bar is open until 5 pm on Mondays 

¶ The restaurant closes at 3:00 pm and the bar closes 

at 5:00 pm on Wednesdays 

 

NOTE: Bar closes early on the following days for these special events: 

¶ January 9 – Barry & Nancy dinner and show 

¶ January 15 – 2 pm (prepare for MMGA Dinner Dance at the Great Hall) 

¶ January 16 – Birthday Bash 

¶ January 21 – Private Party 
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December Entertainment and Events 

 

January 8 – Entertainment Series Dinner at the Crown & Shield 

The Crown & Shield is offering dinner prior to the Entertainment Series event at the Great Hall on Friday,  

January 8. 

 

Menu Choices 

Fish Fry - $8.95 

Chicken Parmesan - $11.75 

Broiled Grouper Picatta - $13.50 

 

 
 

 

Sunday, January 9 – Barry & Nancy Show – SOLD OUT 

We are pleased to present Barry & Nancy who have entertained us several times in the past. In addition to their 

amazing vocals, they also play the popular Name That Tune game with the audience.  Guests always enjoy the 

friendly competition.    

 

 

Southern Country Cooking All Tuesday’s in January (except January 12 when menu items will be offered)  

  

 
 

Buffet Menu 

Fried chicken, cole slaw, mashed potatoes and gravy, macaroni and cheese, baked beans, vegetables and biscuits – 

Price - $9.50 plus tax & tip 

NOTE – MENU ITEMS WILL NOT BE OFFERED ON SOUTHERN COUNTRY COOKING NIGHTS.   
Reservations are recommended. 

  

Game Days at the Crown & Shield 

Game day at the Crown & Shield will resume on Wednesday, January 6 from 1-4 pm with Mah Jong. Both the card 

Mah Jong and Western Mah Jong are played at the club on Wednesdays. There is always a table set up for 

“newbie’s,” and we have veterans who have been playing for years. It is an interesting, fascinating game. 

 

On Monday, January 11 from 1-4 pm, Wizard, Euchre, Hearts, Rummy or Pinochle will be played. Bridge players 

who would like to set up a table are also welcome.  

 

Snacks are provided on both days and an Island Oasis drink special is offered by the bar.  We are planning a new 

schedule for 2010 that will probably include more card days and we welcome your input. Please join us for a 

relaxed, fun afternoon.  Members are encouraged to bring a spouse, neighbor or friend. 

 

Contact Dona Nash, Marilyn LaFauci, Evelyn Weasner or Carolyn Case for more information.   
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January Wednesday Lunch Specials 
January 6 – Chili Dogs w/Fries, mug of beer or soft drink - $6.50 

January 13 – Chicken Philly w/Fries, mug of beer or soft drink - $7.00 

January 20 – Ham Club Sandwich w/Fries, mug of beer or soft drink - $7.00 

January 27 – Reuben w/Fries, mug of beer or soft drink - $6.50 

 

NOTE:  The restaurant is closed on Wednesday evenings. 

 

January Thursday Happy Hour Meals 

Jan.7-Chicken W/Penne Pasta-Drink Feature - Fuzzy Navel 

Jan.14-Meatloaf-Drink Feature - Cosmopolitan 

Jan.21-NO HAPPY HOUR-PRIVATE PARTY 

Jan.28-Lasagna-Drink Feature-Rum Collins  

 

Price is $13.15 including entrée, soup, salad, bread stick, starch and vegetable 

 

Finger food with a drink feature is offered from 5- 6 pm with happy hour drink prices.  Dinners served from 5-7 

pm. 

 

Make your reservations for your group today by calling 314-3908. 

 

Friday Night Fish Fry  

Enjoy a generous serving of fried crisp filet of fresh catch in season with french fries and coleslaw - $9.49.  Menu 

selections are also available. 

 

NOTE:  No fish fry on January 8 and 15. 

  

Remember, the above prices do not include the 5% discount for using your house charge account, which is 

available to everyone at no cost.  

 

Saturday, January 23 – Prime Time Prime Rib Dinner 

 

 
Prime rib with assorted rolls, plated salad, starch & vegetable plus a bottle of red or white wine - $33.59 for two 

plus tax & tip 

 

Saturday, January 30
th

 – Mongolian BBQ Dinner 

 

 
 

Here’s how easy it is to enjoy this unique dining experience: 

 

Step #1:  Choose one of four meats; 

Beef, Pork, Chicken or Shrimp 

 

Step #2:  Choose veggies: 

Onions, peppers, zucchini, bamboo shoots, mushrooms, water chestnuts, tomatoes, cucumbers, Chinese 

cabbage & celery. 
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Step #3:  Choose a Sauce 

Oyster, Hoison, Asian BBQ & Teriyaki  

 

Step #4:  Chef cooks your meal 

A server will take you selections to the kitchen and the chef will prepare your meal and the servers will 

return your dinner complete with steamed white rice or lo mein noodles. 

Pricing: 

Meat - $1.25 per oz. 

Vegetarian - $.59 per oz. 

(Minimum charge of $8.50) 

 

January Events at the Crown & Shield  

¶ Jan.5–Southern Country Cooking-Nifty Niners 

¶ Jan.8-Couples Holiday Open Tournament with lunch 

             Entertainment Series Dinner 

¶ Jan.9-Barry & Nancy-Dinner & Name That Tune Show 

¶ Jan. 12-Vets R Us Dinner-Restaurant open 

¶ Jan.15-MMGA Dinner Dance at Great Hall 

             Crown & Shield closed for lunch and dinner 

¶ Jan.16-Top of the Hill Birthday Bash 

¶ Jan.18-Outside Golf Tournament with lunch 

¶ Jan.19–Southern Country Cooking 

¶ Jan.21-Private Party-Closed to Public (No Happy Hour) 

¶ Jan.26–Southern Country Cooking 

¶ Jan.23-Prime Time Prime Rib 

¶ Jan.30- Mongolian BBQ Night 

                 

Crown & Shield Happy Hour  

Monday, 12-2, Tuesday, 4-5, Wednesday 12-2 & 4-5, Thursday, 4-6, Friday 4-5 

 

Restaurant hours (subject to change if there is a special event) 

Monday 11-5–Hot dogs and snacks (bar only)  

Tuesday 11- 3 –  Southern Fried Cooking – 4-7 pm                       

Wednesday 11-3 -- Lunch – CLOSED FOR DINNER  

Thursday 11-3 – Lunch -- Happy Hour Dinner Specials 5-7 pm 

Friday 11-3 – Lunch -- Fish Fry 4-7 pm (10% DISCOUNT from 4-5:30 pm) 

Saturday 11-5 – Lunch and Dinner (unless there is a special event) 

Sunday- Bar & Restaurant Closed – Beer & Wine Available in Pro Shop 

 

Check the web-site for flyers and special meal announcements. 

   

 


